
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2026 Monthly traffic update 

Notes: 

This monthly traffic update from Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) is generated with assistance and data from the New Zealand Customs Service, Airways New Zealand, Queenstown Airport Corporation and AIAL. International and 
Domestic passenger movements are actual. This document is intended for information purposes. It should not be considered a recommendation, offer or invitation to purchase securities. All reasonable steps have been taken to ensure that the 
information is true and accurate at the time of publication. 1Maximum Certificated Take-Off Weight (MCTOW) forms the basis of determining airfield charges at Auckland Airport and is displayed to the nearest tonne. 
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Key points: 

• In March 2026 there was a total of 928k international passenger movements in the month, an 8% increase compared to the same month in 2025.  
International seat capacity increased 2% on the same month last year resulting in average load factors of 86%, a 4.4 percentage point increase; 

• Reviewing the top five nationalities for non-transit international passengers shows New Zealand nationals increased by 3% on prior year, Australian 
nationals increased by 15%, USA nationals increased 4%, Chinese nationals increased 21% and UK nationals increased 12%; 

• Passenger volume on short-haul international routes increased by 11% and seat capacity increased 8% lifting load factors to 85%.  Passenger 
movements on long-haul international routes increased by 5% and seat capacity decreased by 4% resulting in higher year on year load factors of 
87%.  Following the outbreak of hostilities in Iran on 28 February, flights from Auckland to the Middle East were disrupted with passengers and seat 
capacity on the Middle Eastern routes lower by 81% and 73% respectively for the month of March 2026 compared to March 2025; 

• Domestic passenger movements increased by 3% in the month of March 2026 when compared to the same month in the prior year, with seat 
capacity also increasing 3%, resulting in load factors of 85%.  Passenger numbers on the domestic trunk routes grew 7% compared to the year prior 
with 8% more seat capacity with load factors of 85%.  Regional passenger numbers declined 5% and seat capacity declined by 8% with increased 
load factors at 84%; and 

• Queenstown Airport international passenger numbers in March 2026 increased 23% on the year prior and domestic passengers increased 5% on 
the same month last year.  

AUCKLAND AIRPORT  Current month   Financial year to date  Rolling 12-month total 

Passenger Movements 

 

Current year 
Change vs 
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 Current year 
Change vs 
prior year 

 Current year 
Change vs 
prior year 

International passengers   879,637 8%  7,661,472 3%  9,862,182 4% 

Transit movements  48,356 9%  497,738 -6%  651,610 -10% 

Total international passengers   927,993 8%  8,159,210 3%  10,513,792 3% 

Domestic passengers  791,057 3%  6,594,859 2%  8,588,112 2% 

Total passengers  1,719,050 6%  14,754,069 3%  19,101,904 2% 
               

Aircraft Movements              

International aircraft movements  4,658 6%  41,915 5%  54,171 4% 

Domestic aircraft movements  9,303 -2%  79,543 0%  104,891 0% 

Total aircraft movements  13,961 0%  121,458 1%  159,062 1% 
              

MCTOW (tonnes) 1              

International MCTOW  457,179 1%  4,083,027 3%  5,262,181 2% 

Domestic MCTOW  200,196 4%  1,676,478 3%  2,200,026 3% 

Total MCTOW  657,375 2%  5,759,506 3%  7,462,207 2% 

               

QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT  Current month   Financial year to date  Rolling 12 month-total 

Passenger Movements  Current year 
Change vs 
prior year 
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 Current year 
Change vs 
prior year 

International passengers   86,647 23%  850,676 13%  1,044,167 14% 

Domestic passengers   160,573 5%  1,359,676 5%  1,727,697 4% 

Total passengers  247,220 11%  2,210,352 8%  2,771,864 8% 

               

International aircraft movements  574 20%  5,663 9%  7,073 9% 

Domestic aircraft movements  1,097 1%  9,530 0%  12,309 -1% 

Total aircraft movements  1,671 7%  15,193 3%  19,382 3% 
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